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Elementary School: Writer’s Block

PREPARE:
As you read the case, make notes:

1.	 WHO are the central characters in the case? Describe them.

2.	 WHAT is taking place?

3.	 WHERE is the case taking place? Is the environment a factor?

4.	 WHEN is the case taking place? Is the timing a factor?

Yuiko Okuda is a third-
grade teacher at White 
Eagle Elementary School 
who believes that hands-on 
experiences are essential 
to students’ understanding 
and ski l l  development. 
Mrs. Okuda uses many 
different activities to help 
her students improve their 
writing skills. Every week, 
she has them write a letter 
home to their parents about 
what they have learned in 
school that week, any 
upcoming events they are looking forward to, and any exciting activities they will be partici-
pating in. Most of the students enjoy writing letters home to their parents. Every Thursday 
morning Mrs. Okuda uses another activity, called “free writing,” in which students are given 
30 minutes to write about a given subject, such as a favorite season or family traditions. She 
gives the essays a grade based on whether they are completed. She displays them all on 
the bulletin board outside the classroom.

This Thursday morning Mrs. Okuda announces, “The topic of the day today will be your 
favorite pastime during summer vacation. After you’ve completed your assignment, you may 
read, use the computer, or play a board game quietly at the back of the class.” James, Zara, 
Ronnie, and Shanti begin chatting as they quickly take out a piece of paper to start writing.

“I love writing!” says Shanti, eagerly beginning her assignment.

“I like that we get to show the other kids in the school our writing work,” whispers Zara.

“I just like to write about things I like. It’s more fun than other subjects like reading,” adds 
James. “Plus we don’t get graded on it.” James dislikes reading and would much rather be 
doing math, playing sports, or using the classroom computer. But he generally likes school 
and is a good student because his parents have tried to instill in him the value of hard work 
and a good education.
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